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Main objectives and principles of the Water
Convention
Objective: to protect and ensure the quantity, quality and
sustainable use of transboundary water resources by
facilitating cooperation
The Convention is based on three main pillars:
• Principle of prevention
• Principle of reasonable and equitable utilization
• Principle of cooperation

• Sustainability of resources is the overarching objective
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Status of ratification of the UNECE Water Convention
42 Parties

Main milestones of the Water Convention and its
globalization
• 1992: Adoption of the Water Convention
• 1996: Entry into force of the Convention
• 2003: Adoption of the amendment allowing all UN Member States to accede
to the Convention
• 2012: Blanket approval by the Meeting of the Parties for all future requests
for accession
• 2013: Entry into force of the amendment
• 1st March 2016: Operationalization of the Amendment: all UN Member
States can accede to the Convention
- More than 60 countries from outside UNECE have already participated
in the Convention’s activities (e.g. Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of
Iran, Mongolia participated in the Second Assessment of
transboundary waters)
- Several countries have expressed interest to accession or have the
process on-going

The Convention’s holistic approach provides a
basis for intersectoral management approach
• Covers surface and groundwaters, and links to the recipient seas
• Catchment area concept => IWRM
• Diverse transboundary impacts considered
On this basis, several activities require a cross-sectoral approach and support inter-ministry coordination.
Various tools have been developed. National Policy Dialogues and transboundary activities
1) Identification, assessment and communication of benefits of transboundary cooperation
-> Realize the potential benefits of cooperation and motivate efforts. Commonly more and more diverse benefits
than thought.
2) Assessment of the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus
-> Understand pressures on waters from national and regional sectoral policies and development plans. Engage
into a dialogue between authorities responsible for economic sectors to promote consideration of different
interests and alternatives and to identify solutions outside water management.
3) Basin-wide adaptation to climate change
-> Enable more effective and efficient adaptation through wider knowledge base, larger planning space,
possibility to share costs and benefits
-> Ensure robustness of management and plans in the long term

1. The Policy Guidance Note on the benefits of
transboundary water cooperation
•Aim: To support governments and other actors in realizing the
potential benefits of transboundary water cooperation
•Scope: global, both surface and ground waters
•Carrying out a benefit assessment exercise can:
Provide fact-based argument for starting up cooperation or
developing stronger cooperation
Broaden the scope of cooperation by defining a broad range of
benefits
Attract financial resources to implement water cooperation
solutions

Diversity of socio-economic an other benefits
from improved Syr Darya basin management
On economic activities

Beyond economic activities

From
improved
manageme
nt of basin
resources

Economic benefits
• Protection & increased viability of economic
activities relying on water resources
• Increased energy & water supply security
• Increased revenues from energy & food exports
• More diversified, resilient and dynamic
agriculture
• Reduced economic costs of water related
hazards
• Reduction of infrastructure development costs

Social and environmental benefits
• Reduction of poverty (e.g. through
agricultural sector development)
• Protection of resource based livelihoods
• Health benefits from improved water quality
• Increased access to and improved
sustainability of energy and water
services
• Improved status and stability of riverine
ecosystems
• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions

From
increased
trust

Regional economic cooperation benefits
• Development of regional markets for goods,
services (esp. electricity) and labour
• Increased cross-border investments
• Multiple infrastructure uses better provided for

Geo-political benefits
• Improved likelihood of attracting financial
resources from development
cooperation partners
• Compliance with international agreements

2. Assessment of the water-food-energy-ecosystems
nexus in a nutshell
• A series of assessments of basins for intersectoral links, trade-offs and benefits. Includes a
review of the resource base, resource uses, governance… Applied e.g. in the Alazani/Ganykh, Drin,
Sava, Syr Darya.
-> Interest in the nexus approach from diverse countries: from the EU to developing countries
• prepared in close cooperation with and reviewed by the
national administrations (capacity building)
• Objective: Foster transboundary cooperation by 1)
identifying intersectoral synergies; 2) determining policy
measures and actions that could alleviate tensions; 3)
assisting countries to optimize their use of resources
• A methodology developed for participatory assessments of
the nexus issues.
• The assessment provided through an intersectoral
transboundary dialogue for a joint identification of main
intersectoral issues and a broad range of possible solutions.
Concrete directions for sustainable development.

Nexus assessment methodology
• Developed with the Task Force on the Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus
guiding providing oversight, within the programme of work under the Water
Convention
• Adapts to the context and the issues specific to the basin
• Application to 7 transboundary basins demonstrates value for engaging different
sectors into a dialogue

2. Adaptation to climate change in transboundary basins
Guidance on Water and Climate
• Developed in 2007-2009 by Task Force led by
Netherlands and Germany and adopted by the MoP
• General roadmap towards adaptation of water
management to climate change
• Step-wise approach
–

Assess impacts of climate change

–

Develop policy, strategic and
operational responses

–

Transboundary and health focus

• Used worldwide

Climate change activities under the Water
Convention
-

Provisions of the Water Convention can help countries and basins adapt to climate
change

-

Guidance on Water and Adaptation to Climate Change adopted in 2009

-

Programme of pilot projects on climate change adaptation in transboundary basins (Chu
Talas, Neman, Dniester, Sava rivers)

-

(Global) Platform for exchanging experience on this: regular workshops

-

Global network of 14 basins working on climate change

-

Collection of good practices and lessons learned published in 2015

-

Policy work in global processes, such as UNFCCC COPs, ISDR

Selected achivements
-

Demonstrated value for reviving transboundary cooperation at political level (the Neman)

-

Transboundary vulnerability assessment of the Chu and Talas Basins; implementation of
selected adaptation measures

-

Significant consolidation of knowledge and tools: Guidance and collection of good
practices and lessons learned on Water and Adaptation to Climate Change, Model
provisions on transb. Flood management

Thank you for your attention!
More information
including guidelines, publications and
information on activities under the
Convention can be found at:

http://unece.org/env/water
annukka.lipponen@unece.org
Water.convention@unece.org

